PTO Minutes 
10/4/11

Present:  Mike Lenstra, Kelly Wollmuth,  Peggy Mulderig, Mary Fink, Dale Lass, Annette Lucy, Kristi Howes (ERMS IT department)
Absent: Beth Weiland, Laura Oberfoell, Jeff Johll

Call to order: 

Approval of Minutes:  

1.  Magazine Fundraiser: Mr. Lass reports that the kick-off is coming and there will be a prize structure change.  Reminder by Mike that this is the only big fundraiser ERMS has (dances, PTO dues also raise funds).

2. -Peggy provided feedback from some 7th grade parents regarding the last dance. Some students prefer the structure and activities that the 6th grade dances have. They asked if there could be more games or contests for 7th and 8th graders. Mike said that this would be considered and the information would be passed on to the dance chair, SherriLynn. 

-Fall dance profited about $1800 after expenses

-Dance attendance: 6th 186, 7th 137, 8th 68

-Feedback regarding the change in the dress code was positive. There was a discussion about having a dance directly after school and if the time would affect attendance. 

3. Dale & Kristi showed the PTO members the new ERMS website which includes staff emails and phone numbers, Powerschool links, house homework links,  and school announcements.  The parent-teacher-student conference scheduler link will be posted there too. 

4. Solid Gold assemblies – Dale reported that they have not been scheduled yet.

5. -Kristi Howes from the ERMS IT department presented cost information on purchasing and installing LCD projectors in the remaining rooms that do not already have them installed (currently about 20). She estimated that each room would cost about $500 for the projector and mount. Kristi will get a list of rooms that would be considered a “priority”, and get the information back to the PTO for funds approval. 

-Kristi also discussed other technology equipment that would benefit students including slates, Elmos, document cameras, and iPads.

6. -Annette Lucy reported that she and Mike had met with Lisa Lenstra-Norman regarding the school musical and that they had narrowed it down to three choices.  Lisa would still like someone to oversee, or lead, the play, as Mr. Dodd has stepped down.  Mr. Lass will see if there is a staff member who is interested in this position, as well as outside candidates. 
There was discussion regarding the structure of the FAME mentorship days and if professionals could be contacted to work with the students in certain areas (ie. make-up, lighting, costume).

-There will be a FAME parent meeting on 10/20/11

7. Committee Reports
Spirit Wear – Jane did not attend

Yearbook – Kirsten did not attend

Newsletter – Mike reported that the first one of the year is out. He is still looking for photos to publish. 

Hospitality – Thanks to Mrs. Johll for organizing the refreshments for parent nights. 

8.  Continuing Business

-Dale reported that the districted approved the install project for the LCD projectors, screens, and cafeteria shades. 

-Mike reported that that Dan Norman was able to find a bassoon for $2800, and is looking at a grant for an additional $500. He also reported that 6th grade band students are selling cook books to raise funds.  No decision was made by the PTO regarding funding the bassoon until Dan gets back to the board about the grant and fundraiser. 
-Kelly reported that the composting service was paid for, but not the bins

9.  Peggy asked about the availability of grants to fund school activities/wants/needs. Dale reported that there are many grants available, but finding someone to write the grant can be difficult.  Dale has written grant requests to the DRA several times. Peggy will do more grant research and get back to the board. 

10.   Principal’s Report

- Approval for install (see above)

-School website (see above)

-MAP testing has started

-Online conference scheduling coming soon

11.  There was a discussion regarding the PTO sponsorship of a speaker to support the PBS program, or other important school related topic. Several members said they would check into some ideas that they have. 

