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ERMS PTO Meeting

1/12/2012
5:30 PM


Call to Order/ Roll Call

Attendees: 
PTO Board: 
President: Mike Lenstra 

      1st Vice President: Beth Weiland - absent
2nd Vice President: Peggy Mulderig      Treasurer: Kelly Wollmuth 

Recording Secretary: Laura Oberfoell   Corresponding Secretary: Mary Fink 

Dale Lass, Principal

      Jeff Johll, Assistant Principal -absent

 
Members at Large:

Jane Rife-absent        Annette Lucy     Cherri-Lynn Watson
Kirsten Pope
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Lass made a motion to approve the December minutes, and Peggy Mulderig gave the second. The board approved.

Review of Goals:   The group took some time to review the goals we had set for the PTO at the beginning of the year. For instance, updating technology was addressed with the installation of more projectors and the purchase of iPads.  Kristi Howes will attend the next meeting to demonstrate some apps she would like to use with students.  We discussed the professional development staff has received for the student response systems and the iPads.  Mary Fink talked about getting more information about the TVs she’s hoping to get as a support for the PBS program (among other purposes) before asking the PTO for money.  We discussed the fact that we would like to see more field trip opportunities for students, but we don’t get many requests for them. Rich Hall (our current FAME program director) is having someone come in to help us with improvement ideas for the sound system in the auditorium.  Finally, we feel as though we’ve done as well as can be with diversification of funds.  We have approved most of the requests received that have included various areas of interest.
Announcements:  
Installation of Projectors: There is a projector installed in most classrooms now.
Committee Reports:
FAME: Annette shared that all leadership positions are now filled.  Jennifer Mulcahey (from Ballroom by Jennifer) will be helping with the choreography.  Michelle Blanchard is helping with costumes.  Mr. Lass then talked about getting new bulbs for the lights that need it.  The show is running May 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th.  Rich Hall has people he would like to have come on the mentorship days for sound, lights, and set painting.
Dance: The next dance will be held on April 27th. Mr. Lass shared that he got some good feedback from the letter he included in the last newsletter about dance attendance.  One thing shared was that the 7th grade students said they like the games (like those at the 6th grade dances). Cherri Lynn mentioned possibly giving prizes to students.  Mike has some concern over spending money on prizes when the PTO funds are so down from last year.  The decision was made to ask the student council their thoughts.  There was a discussion of the possibility of adding new games and possibly karaoke.  Another idea was to have a dance teacher from one of the local dance studios come for a dance (and possibly to speak ahead of time at a PBS assembly). 

Spirit Wear:  No update tonight. 
Yearbook:  Kirsten said that she has a deadline of January 16th. Annette asked if e-registration affected the sales. Mr. Lass said he will look into having it be an opt out, rather than an opt in option online.  Cherri Lynn suggested a mass phone message about purchasing them.
Newsletter: There was a discussion of a possible online version of the newsletter.  One thing mentioned was that it would have to be very easily accessible.  

Hospitality: Conferences will be coming up in March, so donations will be sought for food for staff. 
Continuing Business:

Screens/Projectors: Mr. Lass and Mike met with Lifeline to discuss installing three screens in the cafeteria and one in the library. The original cost presented was too high. Mark Lange from the DCSD Buildings and Grounds Department talked about the things their department could do rather than having them outsourced. It would be done in stages. Figuring is still being done on this project.
Fundraiser: There was a short discussion about the fundraiser. One issue was that some had difficulty filling the cookie dough vouchers (without a computer). It was also mentioned that the time span to sell was short. There were varying views of the success of the Kalahari trip as an incentive to sell.  

Grant: Mike spoke with Joey Anderson from the Mystique, and found out there will be a grant writing workshop coming up soon. She said to watch their website for details. 

Dance Team Uniforms: Several board members agreed with Mike that we should offer some support for the uniforms, but the current request is more than we would like to spend. Mr. Johll was not present to ask, but we wondered if the athletic department should help with the cost. Another discussion came up about the dance team possibly having a fund raiser (with the PTO possibly offering some matching funds).  *Mr. Lass will also look into replacing the track shorts (that are too short) 

Principal’s Report: Mr. Lass said that he received bills for the patrol flags, the fundraiser, and iPads. There was a request for $802.67 for bulletin boards for PBS. Peggy moved that we approve the request, with a second from Laura. The board approved. Dale shared the details of the Solid Gold Student Assembly. It will include about 200 students and it will be held on January 26th from 1:30 – 2:30. 

Treasurer’s Report:  
Kelly Wollmuth reported that the amount of PTO dues collected was down more than $2000 from past years. The idea was brought up to share with parents what the PTO has funded (and continues to fund), so they will know why it’s important to contribute to it. Laura moved to approve the minutes, and a second from Peggy. The motion passed.
New Business:  
New Officers/Members:  The idea was brought up to bring in new recruits for PTO members/officers that will be leaving after this year. We will need a new president and treasurer. We decided to have a “bring a guest night” at our March meeting in hopes of generating some interest. 

Box Tops: Last year we earned $782.00. We will run another collection for four weeks through the end of January and most of February. Mike made a motion to buy $80.00 worth of gift cards to award to kids who win a raffle consisting of kids who brought in ten boxtops. A second was made by Kelly. The board approved. An ad for the contest being put on the website was suggested.  
Reminders:

Next meeting will be on February 7th at 5:30.  

Peggy moved to adjourn the meeting, with a second from Kelly.  The meeting was adjourned.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Oberfoell.
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