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ERMS PTO Meeting

2/7/2012
5:30 PM


Call to Order/ Roll Call

Attendees:  

PTO Board: 
President: Mike Lenstra 

1st Vice President: Beth Weiland
2nd Vice President: Peggy Mulderig - absent
Treasurer: Kelly Wollmuth 

Recording Secretary: Laura Oberfoell - absent
Corresponding Secretary: Mary Fink
Dale Lass, Principal 

 

Jeff Johll, Assistant Principal
Members at Large:
Annette Lucy
Approval of Minutes:  A motion to approve the January minutes was made by Beth Weiland, a second by Mary Fink and all approved.  

Announcements: 
Orchestra:  The orchestra made it to state competition.  Congratulations!
Band:  The band was selected to play at the Iowa Bandmaster Association in Des Moines.  Only one middle school band is selected from the state of Iowa to play at this event.  Congratulations!
Athletic Shorts:  Jeff Johll spoke with Monticello Sports and received an estimate for new uniform shorts for Roosevelt sports teams in a mesh/dry fit style.  The estimate was $2000 per sport.  (Girls volleyball, boys and girls basketball, cross country and track)  The athletic budget does not have enough funds to purchase these for every sport at this time.  Mike suggested that the PTO share the cost.  Dale lass would like them for all the sports.  The dance team uniforms were discussed again.  At a previous meeting, the dance team asked for funds to purchase new tops at $90 a piece.  It was denied at that price, stating we would relook at something at a lower price point.   We were gauging that by the cost of other uniforms for school activities.  Ex: sports uniforms run $28-$30 a piece.  It was also brought up that it has been an unwritten agreement between the three middle schools that the dance team wear t-shirts.  Jeff Johll will look into that further and discuss it with the dance team coordinators.  Beth Weiland made a motion to put $5000 toward the purchase of athletic uniform shorts for all five sports at Roosevelt.  A second was made by Kelly Wollmuth and all were in favor. 
Aiden/Studio 5-6-7-8:  Mike Lenstra reported that this hip hop dancer is no longer available and he will let Cherri-Lynn Watson know.  She was looking to add some fun instruction at an upcoming dance.
Committee Reports:
FAME:  Annette Lucy reported that the production is on schedule.  She asked the PTO if they would be able to pay $500 for the cast and crew pizza party held after the production.  There are 160 students involved in this musical.  Dale Lass made a motion to approve $500 for the party with a second by Kelly Wollmuth.  All approved.  Construction met and will begin after the Hempstead play is over. (March 4)  Tickets, pizza and flower orders were discussed and teams will meet after parent teacher conferences to finalize.  Annette spoke to Dale Lass about finalizing contracts for mentors for the mentorship Saturdays.  

Dance:  Kelly Wollmuth asked that we look into getting a replacement for one of the printers used for “fun pics”.  It was discussed doing the photos digitally and emailing them or setting up a site to have students go out and purchase their own photos.  Dale will look into using a school printer for the final dance of the year.
Yearbook:  Jeff Johll reported that half of the yearbook has been submitted and the 2nd half is still being completed.
Newsletter:  Mike Lenstra stated that he forgot to add the minutes in the previous newsletter.  Steph Jaeger had spoke with Mike and suggested we do a themed newsletter.  Ex: Clubs highlighted and explained and an orientation newsletter for 6th graders.  All liked the idea and Mike will work on implementing this.  
Spirit Wear:   Jane was not at the meeting and will report next month.
PBS:  Bulletin Boards came in, however had to be sent back due to some broken glass.  When the replacements arrive they will be installed.
Hospitality:

Old/Continued Business:

Screens/Projectors:   Dale shared with us that the district has hired a contractor for the IT department and all purchases of this nature need to be approved through him in order to ensure that it is supported by the district system and to keep all technology uniform.  Lifetime bids came in at $20,000 for the cafeteria and $3000 for the library, which includes the sound system.  Dale believes the building budget can do the library.  Currently there are $6-7000 encumbered funds on hold for this project.
Disbursement of Funds:  Kelly brought up that an outside discussion was held about making sure PTO funds were being used for the students.  Those in this discussion were not at the meeting to express their thoughts.  Mary Fink and Beth Weiland expressed their thoughts that everything the PTO does and finances is for the students. Several examples were given that have been made available by the PTO for the safety and protection of all students, as well as items to aid in their learning and things to positively develop the growth and future of our students.  Kelly suggested more “fun” items.  Mike has stated that field trips have always been something he has pushed for.  We have also instituted that teacher request forms so we can get those ideas to the table.  We will remind teachers of this tool.
Principal’s Report:  
Mr. Lass reported that the district is looking at becoming paperless.  As an example, libraries would have kindles that can be checked out.  Parent Teacher Conferences will be scheduled online and instructions on how to schedule more than one student will be going out in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report:  
A check was received today for the collection of milk caps in the amount of $76.00.  PTO dues were discussed on how to get more families to contribute to the PTO fund.  We want to get more involved and be able to continue to fund the needs of the students.  Suggestions were made to have signing at registration or to change the way the dues are listed on the registration form.  Motion to approve made by Beth Weiland and a second by Mary Fink.  All approved.
Box Tops:  The contest is going well and will continue through Friday, February 17, 2012.
New Requests:  A motion by Kelly Wollmuth and a second by Beth Weiland to approve a request by Mrs. Pisarik to purchase Flip Coins for $444.00.  All approved. 
Reminders:

Next meeting will be held on March 6, 2012 at 5:30pm at Eleanor Roosevelt Middle School.

Adjournment:  
A motion was made by Mike Lenstra to adjourn and a second by Kelly Wollmuth.  All approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Beth Weiland
1st Vice President
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